
 
   
 
 

Instructional module: “Coming to America, 1880-1924” 
Suggested Post-Visit Lessons 

 
These lessons are developed to further enhance the students’ visit to the Museum and to reinforce the information 
they learned.  
1. Immigration Poetry  
 
Objectives:  
• Reading skills—analyzing a poem  

• Writing skills—writing a poem  
• Thinking skills—comparing today’s immigrant experience to a century ago 
 
  
Instructions:  
• Distribute a copy of the last stanza of Emma Lazarus’ “The New Colossus” to the class.  Explain that it was written 

in 1883  by Emma Lazarus, a young Jew of Sephardic descent.  Tell the students that this poem is inscribed on the 
Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor.   

 
Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,  

With conquering limbs astride from land to land;  

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand  

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame  

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name  

Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand  

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command  

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.  

"Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she  

With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor,  

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,  

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.  

Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,  

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!"   

  
• Have students look up the underlined words in the dictionary so they fully understand the meaning of the poem.  
• Discuss the poem. Consider the following questions: Who do you think is narrating the poem? Who is the narrator 
talking to? What is the “Golden Door”? Why is that imaged used?  
• Discuss how immigrants arrive today, (e.g. airplane) and some reasons why they would want to come to the U.S.  
• Rewrite the poem to reflect an immigrant experience today. Who is narrating their poem and to whom is it speaking? 
Students may use the attached worksheet or they may write their poem from scratch.  
 
  
  

 



A New Colossus for a New World—Classroom Activity  
  
STUDENT’S NAME ___________________________  
  
Fill in the blanks and create your own poem.  
  
Give me your ____________, your _______________,  
  (noun)   (noun)  
Your _____________ masses  _________________ to   
(adjective)   (verb)  
________________ free.  
  (verb)     
The _____________ _____________ of your ____________ shore.   
(adjective)  (noun)   (adjective)   
Send these, the _____________, ___________-_________ to me,  
   (noun)   (adjective)  
I lift my _________________ beside the ________________   
(noun)    (adjective)  
_______________.  
  (noun)   
2. Creative Writing: Coming to America, the Sequel  
 



Objectives:  
• Writing skills—characterization and narrative  

• Thinking skills—extrapolating from acquired knowledge  
 
  
Instructions:  
Have the students write a short story about their character (mother, father, son, or daughter) from the “Coming to 
America” museum exercise.  They should imagine what their character’s live was like one, five, or ten years after 
arriving to America and write a story describing a day in the character’s life.  They should consider the following 
questions: Does the character live in an immigrant neighborhood? Has he/she learned English?  Does he/she work or 
go to school?  If so, what is his/her work or school day like?  Does he/she miss home?  Does he/she wish he/she 
had chosen differently about what to bring to America?  
3. A Bintel Brief  
 
Objectives:  
• Developing reading skills—analyzing primary sources  

• Developing writing skills—writing a letter, writing persuasively  
• Developing thinking skills—understanding and posing a solution to an ethical problem  
• Learning about immigrant work experiences  
 
  
Instructions:  
Have students write an editor’s response to the “Bintel Brief” letter transcribed below from The Forward, a Jewish 
newspaper that was founded in 1897.  The “Bintel Brief” was an advice column created in 1906 to help Eastern 
European immigrants learn about America and get advice as they tried to build new lives. Like “Dear Abby” today, the 
column featured a letter from a reader and a response from the editor.  Very often the letters were not from actual 
readers, rather the editor made them up to create an opportunity to comment on a certain situation.   
  
“Bintel Brief” letter transcribed from The Forward, a Jewish newspaper that was founded in 1897  



1908  
  
Esteemed Editor,  
 We were sitting in the shop and working when the boss came over to one of us and said, “You ruined the work: you’ll 
have to pay for it.”  The worker answered that it wasn’t his fault, that he had given out the work in perfect condition. 
“You’re trying to tell me!” The boss got mad and began to shout, “I pay your wages and you answer back, you dog! I 
should have thrown you out of my shop long ago.”  
 The worker trembled, his face got whiter.  When the boss noticed how his face paled, he gestured, spat and walked 
away.  The worker said no more.  Tired, and overcome with shame, he turned back to his work and later he 
exclaimed, “For six years I’ve been working here like a slave, and he tells me, “You dog, I’ll throw you out!”   
 Obviously, the offended man felt he had done wrong in not standing up for his honor as a worker and human being.  
In the shop, the machines hummed, the irons thumped, and we could see the tears running down his cheeks.  
 Did this unfortunate man act correctly in remaining silent under the insults of the boss?  Is the fact that he has a wife 
and children the reason for his slavery and refusal to defend himself?  I hope you will answer my questions in the 
“Bintel Brief.”  
      Respectfully,  
      A.P.1  
1  Isaac Metzker, ed. and trans., A Bintel Brief: Sixty Years of Letters From the Lower East Side to the Jewish Daily Forward (New York: 

Schocken Books, 1971), 84-5.   


